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Missional Wisdom 

 
Dear Friends – 
 
Last week the Cabinet met in Lake Junaluska, NC for a learning experience designed to provide us, the 
District Superintendents in the FL Conference, with new insights and to better equip us to accomplish our 
job description as the “chief Missional strategist” (2012 Book of Discipline) in our respective Districts. 
 
The main presenter for this time was Elaine A. Heath who is the McCreless Assistant Professor of 
Evangelism at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University.  She is also an Ordained Elder 
in The United Methodist Church, and the initiator of New Day and Epworth Project, a growing network of 
Missional new monastic faith communities in the Wesleyan tradition. 
 
Elaine has provided retreat and seminary experiences for many United Methodist pastors over the years. 
Her research interests are new monasticism, the emerging church, spirituality and evangelism, among 
others. 
 
I would like to recommend to you all particularly her book: “Longing for Spring: A New Vision for 
Wesleyan Community” (Cascade Books, Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, Oregon, 2010) which she co-
authored with Scott T. Kisker.  
 
On Amazon.com I found this review about the book: “Any United Methodist who is longing for a new day in 
our church should read this book. It speaks to the desire of young Christians who want to live out their faith 
in an intentional and committed way. The authors provide a short history of intentional Christian 
communities and follow that with calls for Wesleyan revival through forms of being church which seem new 
to us, but are actually a recovery of ancient ways. The authors are conversant in emerging new monastic 
movements, and they explore questions of how pastors, laity, and UMC institutions could foster and support 
the development of intentional Christian communities which are either anchored within a congregation or 
begin as new church starts. It's the first book I've seen that speaks to the yearning I hear from young United 
Methodist Christians to be the church in more committed and fulsome ways. It’s a great text to use to begin 
conversation in annual conferences and among new church development folks”. And I believe, a good text to 
start conversations among pastors and leaders about new ways to be the Church for a time in which 
people seem to have a great hesitation to attend a “traditional church building” setting. 



During our time together last week, Elaine stated: “Missional wisdom is the orientation of a "sent out" 
people who become Good News for their neighbors”. What stuck with me about this definition of 
Missional wisdom is the fact that we sometimes work tirelessly to invite and bring new people to our 
churches. But what a different and meaningful approach to evangelism it would be if instead of inviting 
people to church and assuming somebody else will do the discipleship work, we truly understood our 
nature as “sent out” people of God and we became the Good News for our neighbors through acts of love, 
compassion and justice.  
 
It's the type of evangelism that is all about relationships. It is about liberating people from "churchy" 
responsibilities and equipping them to go to the world and make connections with people who need Jesus 
Christ. More than a matter of “bringing in” new attendees to worship, this is about “taking out” the Gospel 
to the people where they are, helping them become true disciples of Jesus Christ there, while at the same 
time we try to understand their culture and embrace in advocating for the justice issues that are affecting 
their communities. Seems like a very Wesleyan proposal to me! 
 
In yet another moment of our time together, Elaine said that, in her view “evangelism is the holistic 
process of initiation of persons into the reign of God, revealed in Jesus Christ”, which means not to 
introduce them to doctrine, but to introduce them to Jesus (put them in contact with the Gospels) and 
teach them to pray”. It seems to me that often times our discipleship processes are more oriented to the 
teaching of key doctrines of the Christian Church than putting them in contact with the person of Jesus 
Christ, who brings salvation, liberation, healing and wholeness to reconcile us with God and with the 
whole Creation. Elaine’s suspicion is that when people have met Jesus and become disciples, then they 
will be able to recognize "good doctrine" from "bad doctrine". And it seems to me that very often times 
we try to prove ourselves right even before allowing new Christians to have the time to experience Jesus 
by themselves. I wonder if we would be able then to experience more “professions of faith” in people who 
would have a personal story of transformation to share with others. 
 
Another affirmation which has stayed with me during these days is this: Elaine’s vision for church and 
evangelism states that the process of bringing new people to Christ would need to be “anchored in the 
church”, meaning that this “vast community of saints” that are and had been part of the Body of Christ 
through the centuries and of which we are also part. In the process of discipleship we would need “to 
help them understand the beautiful DNA of our tradition, and of the local church of which they are part 
of”. We help them understand what a “missional church” is (a church for the purpose of the mission), in 
opposition to what a "consumer church" is (a church for the purpose of self-growth and technology 
consumption). The reason for the church to exist is to be involved in the transformation of the world that 
starts with the transformation of persons to recover the image of God in which we were created. 
 
As we struggle to be the Church for the 21st Century, I believe we need to have more conversations on 
how we can truly fulfill the Great Commission taking into consideration where the people of this time are 
and the cultural nuances that inform their understanding of God, Church and salvation. I really believe 
the Church needs to go (very quickly) through a transformation process in order to embrace a working 
definition on evangelism that would be less centered in “the building” and more centered in “the mission” 
and taking the Gospel to the people where they are. If we want to continue to be effective in making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, then the Church would need to go through a 
new reformation, which would make it more effective in the fulfilling of its true purpose. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

Rini 

For more information, check www.newdaydallas.org, or www.missionalwisdom.org  

http://www.newdaydallas.org/
http://www.missionalwisdom.org/


Coming Soon:   Implementing the Affordable Care Act (ACA)  
                                A How-To Guide for the Local Church 
 
The Florida Conference will be offering two webcasts designed to assist local churches in 
complying with the new health care law.  The webcasts will be offered live with an opportunity 
for attendees to submit questions to the presenters in real time.  Content will include an 
overview of the law specific to small employers and will focus on actions local church 
leadership must take in order to determine how they will support the acquisition of health 
insurance for lay workers beginning January 1, 2014. The first webcast will be scheduled in 
August.  Watch the newsletter for dates to be announced soon.  
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If you are serving on a District Committee, you should have received an email dated 

June 4 regarding the District Leadership Retreat. 
 

Retreat Date: Saturday, September 7, 2013 
Place:  First UMC, 507 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

Time:  9:00am – 5:00pm 
 

Your attendance is requested and expected. An email will be sent to all committee 

members with a link to RSVP. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy at 941-371-6511. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 
 

The Global Leadership Summit  -  August 8-9, 2013 
Special $109  Pricing for Grace-Cape Coral Location! 

 
For the eighth year in a row, Grace Church in Cape Coral is honored to host the Willow Creek Global 
Leadership Summit. 
 
This year’s faculty is once again some of the finest leaders from the church, business, academic, education 
and not-for-profit world.  They are: 
• Bill Hybels, Founder & Senior Pastor of Willow Creek Community Church 
• Gen. Colin Powell, Former U.S. Secretary of State 
• Dr. Brene Brown, Research Professor, University of Houston Graduate College of Social Work 
• Mark Burnett, Four-time Emmy Award Winner; Pxecutive Television Producer 
• Vijay Govindarajan, Top 50 Management Thinker 
• Patrick Lencioni, Founder and President, The Table Group, Best-selling Author 
• Liz Wiseman, President, The Wiseman Group, WSJ Best-selling Author, Leadership and Strategy 
Consultant 
• Oscar Muriu, Senior Pastor, Nairobi Chapel, Kenya 



• Dr. Henry Cloud, Acclaimed Leadership Expert, Best-selling Author 
• Chris Brown, Co-Senior Pastor and Teaching Pastor, North Coast Church 
• Joseph Grenny, Co-Founder, VitalSmarts, Best-selling Author 
• Bob Goff, Founder and CEO, Restore Internationa, Attorney 
• Andy Stanley, Founder and Senior Pastor, North Point Ministries 
 
The SW District Leadership Council (DLC) is committed to growing healthier and holier leaders in our 
churches and fully supportive of this learning experience.  To encourage pastors and their leaders to 
attend they are offering a $50 per person scholarship for pastors and up to 3 leaders from their church to 
attend!  That’s $200 savings alone!  (Clergy spouses are not eligible for this scholarship.) This will be 
given only if clergy and laity attend together, with the expectation that you must attend both days.  There 
is a limit of 4 per church.  Also, several years ago when our community was crushed by the recession, 
Grace Church approached the Willow Creek Association and asked for a reduced rate for this event.  Once 
again, the WCA has graciously given us a special price of $109 per person. 
 
There are two ways to register: 
 
1. To reserve your space, visit: (www.willowcreek.com/summit) and follow their instructions. 
Be prepared with: 
-Name of the attendees 
-Church credit card for payment 
-Call District Office and we will give you the ‘secret code’ for registering 
Send (fax/e-mail/mail) a copy of your ‘registration receipt’.  A reimbursement check, payable to the 
church will be sent for the District grant amount ($50.00/person provided clergy and laity attend; max 4 
per church). 
 
2.  IF you cannot register this way (don’t have a church credit card),  
-Send an e-mail to the District Office with the names of the participants  
-Mail a check, payable to South West District for the amount the church must pay ($59/person; provided 
clergy and laity attend; max 4 per church and $109/person for anyone over the 4 person max.) and we 
will register you. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

STOP HUNGER NOW 
Jim Ullery, Laity, Good Shepherd UMC 

 
As one of the Lay Leader’s of Good Shepherd United Methodist 

Church in North Fort Myers, FL my wife Joanne and I had the good fortune to attend this 
year’s FL Annual Conference in Lakeland.  Both of us were deeply moved by the testimonials and the messages 
of every person that shared their actions of being the arms and legs in the discipleship of Christ.  We know 
that “Christ is counting on us,” from our Walks to Emmaus where we also serve as our church coordinator in 
conjunction with being the Gulf Coast Walk to Emmaus Church Coordinator. 
 
The first event that we participated in was side by side with Bishop Ken Carter’s wife Pam Carter on the STOP 
HUNGER NOW food packaging event.  Our group packaged about 13,500 to start the conferences 10 hour 



effort to package over 100,000 meals.  All of this is the lofty goal of packaging 1,000,000 meal packages in the 
coming year in Florida. 
 
Before I went to conference I sought the approval of our United Methodist Men’s Fellowship to support and 
pray for our church to have an event.  My message was one in which we would ask for NO FINANCIAL 
contribution from the men or from the church.  We would act on faith alone.  We want their prayers to 
support the feeding of thousands of meal to children in Haiti or wherever the current need may be.  With their 
approval on June 25th I made the same appeal to our church council.  Before I left the building several people 
not only offered to be a part of a task prayer group I had people volunteering to do committee dinners to raise 
funds for the meals we will package.  Our church council has approved our act of faith. 
 
On returning home from church I was invited by Sandy (in the District office) to share this article with you.  
This is our prayer for the SW District.  Catherine Johnson (our contact at STOP HUNGER NOW) has asked us to 
pray about filling a container.  Now a container is about 285,120 meal packages which is enough to provide 
1,710,720 individual meals.  The cost per package or six meals is 25 cents or $71,280.  Would your church like 
to know more about how you might participate with our event to fill a container?  We have a plan to help you 
and to pray with you to accomplish this amazing goal.  If we all play a small part we can accomplish this 
together.  Please join us to fill a container from the South West District toward the Florida Conference goal of 
one million food packages! 
 
Here are some of the truths about hunger you should know: 

 More than one billion people suffer from hunger in a world of seven billion people 

 More people die each year from hunger-related causes than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined 

 More than 25,000 people die of hunger-related causes every day. 

 On out of seven people in the developing world suffers from hunger. 

 Malnourishment is associated with more than half of all childhood deaths 

 There is enough food in the world to feed everyone 4.3 pounds of food every day! 
 
Please contact me at Jim@c4oe.com or 239-599-8408 to connect with this mission. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
SAVE THE DATE 

     LOCAL CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF TRAINING      
Sep 17 – Church AA Training, Christ UMC-Venice 

Sep 19 – Church AA Training, Estero UMC 
Sep 26 – Church AA Training, First UMC-Sebring 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

If you attended the 2013 Annual Conference event, the conference planning team and 

staff wants to hear from you!  
 

Please click here to complete an evaluation form and send us your specific comments. 

It only takes a few minutes, and your feedback is important. We want your ideas on 
how to make the 2014 Annual Conference a great event and your opinions on how we 

can improve. 

mailto:Jim@c4oe.com
http://www.flumc2.org/site/link/BKHHENHJDLPMFAONHAIANADDJGCJGAEDJFGEIBOFFIMAOHGLHGPLEKFMHLIJ
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What happens when you bring together: 
 3 DYNAMIC speakers 

o Rev. Michael Slaughter, 

o Rev. Brian McClaren and 
o Rev. Dr. Rinaldo Hernandez 

 1 Contemporary Christian Band 

 76 United Methodist Churches 

into the Germain Arena? . . . . .SOMETHING AMAZING!!!! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
Hi guys, 
 

The spring 2014 youth spiritual retreat is off to a great start. We had leaders from 6 churches meet to 
make preliminary plans.  It is scheduled for March 7-9 at Riverside Retreat, so mark your calendars.  Watch for 
upcoming info on theme, cost, speakers, etc.   Although we have several good leaders on the design team for 
this event, we can always use one more.   If you are interested in being on the design team, please email me at 
medwards@faithum.com. 

 
I have been a Methodist for more than 25 years and worked with Methodist youth for 13 years.  

However, this was my first Annual Conference.  I represented the district as one of the lay delegates.  I was 
excited for the opportunity to participate in the important governance of our church.  However, I was battling 
an asthma flare up and did not get to fully enjoy all the classes, worship, and fellowship.  I even had to come 
home a day early and ended up in the hospital for 3 days.  The devil certainly does his best to mess with us 
when we least expect it.  Thanks for all the prayers, they certainly helped. 

 
I have been hearing lots of chatter about mission trips across our district.  You wouldn’t believe all the 

different service opportunities out there.  From overseas, to out of state, to in state, to just weekly local 
service, our youth groups are certainly in the middle of the fray.  If your group isn’t doing a mission trip this 
summer, and/or would like to do one next summer, contact me and I would be glad to forward so much info, 
you will need an intern to sort through it. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
Mike 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 

mailto:medwards@faithum.com
mailto:medwards@faithum.com
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Emotions 
 
On June 7th myself and my wife, Janet, and two members of Edgewater United Methodist Church in Port 
Charlotte, T.C. and Jan Beardslee, traveled to Cuba.  With our duffel bags packed full of much needed supplies, 
gifts and my heart filled with much anticipation of meeting many great friends again. These trips have changed 
for me because I know rather than being surprised by what God will do, I expect it and he never fails me.  This 
trip was no exception. 
 
I had the privilege to assist the District Superintendent Pastor Jose with a Pastor’s meeting for the Holguin 
Norte District.  The announcement of UMCOR Hurricane Relief funds available for the district brought high 
emotions to everyone.  Each pastor in the district was to submit names of the most needy situations in their 
congregation.  We were looking for single mothers with children and elderly couples that had no means of 
support.  In Cuba there is no shortage of these situations, the final count ended at fifty.  To think we could 
help fifty families the emotions were flying high.  Well, to make a long story short there had been a 
miscalculation and this list had to be cut again to sixteen.  All fifty were needy, now with much prayer and 
heartbreak we had to select just sixteen.  Wow, this was difficult. 
 
With much excitement the next day Janet and I spent the day with our sister church at Entronque Rey. The 
Pastor and his wife have three beautiful little girls the opportunity to hold and love them was special 
moments. 
 
Pastor Yosbanis gave a tour of the small village and he wanted to show us one of the damaged homes from 
the hurricane.  We stood in front of this roofless home as he told us the Cuban government would not assist 
the owner.  Pastor Yosbanis told us the owner was a single mother with a challenged son, and they were living 
in a “borrowed” home.  We stood there in disbelief; the hurricane was in October nothing had been done yet 
in June.  A huge lump developed in my throat as I walked away.  But little did I know what our Almighty Father 
was up to.  In less then two hours I met this young woman.  I held her in my arms as she cried uncontrollable 
her body just quivered in pain.  She told me she had been praying to God for help, but nothing so far. We held 
her hand and prayed for her and her son. We prayed for God to wrap his arms around her and to comfort her. 
As she walked away I put a small blessing in her hand, maybe this could help just a little.  
 
Remember yesterday and the home selection for hurricane damage? She was one of the fifty homes selected.  
Did she make the cut down to sixteen?  Later that day I asked Pastor Jose about her. Was she selected? He 
was not for sure but would check the list.  How could she not be?  How could anyone be worse off than her?  
Yes, she was one of the sixteen! My God never fails me. 
 
At a church service in Cueto we had a young man as a translator. He was an English teacher at the local high 
school and at the end of the evening he said to me, “do you recognize me?” I said, “no, I do not, should I?”  He 
went on to tell me that three years ago he translated for me.  At that time he said he was not a Christian and 
did not go to church.  You said to me, “why not go one time and try it.”  “I did and I went back again and again, 
today I am a Christian and go to church every Sunday.  You changed my life by those few words. I want to 
thank you.” Emotions!  
 
Dan Christopherson, South West District Cuba Coordinator, Email: dancc@comcast.net / Direct Line: 941-468-7209 

mailto:dancc@comcast.net
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YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Director of Youth Ministries Wanted: Cape Coral First United Methodist Church, a prevailing church in 
the Florida Conference, is seeking a committed Christian to join our ministry team as Director of Youth 
Ministries.  This part time position (approximately 20 hrs a week) will lead 20-35 youth (6th – 12th 
grades). Prior experience and/or education are highly desirable. Please send your resumes 
confidentially to: Rev. Jay Therrell, Senior Pastor, Cape Coral First United Methodist Church, 4118 
Coronado Parkway, Cape Coral, FL 33914 or jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org. 
 

 Director of Worship Arts Wanted: Cape Coral First United Methodist Church, a prevailing church in the 
Florida Conference, is seeking a committed Christian to join our ministry team as Director of Worship 
Arts.  This full time position with benefits requires someone with experience directing a multi-layered 
worship arts department including leading our praise band and managing a tech team, choir, worship 
design team, and other elements. Being a good vocalist is highly desirable. We currently have an 
organist/pianist/keyboardist who will continue to direct our choir and report to the Director of 
Worship Arts.  The successful candidate will preferably have at least a bachelor’s degree in music or a 
related field and multiple years experience on a church staff.  Please send your resumes confidentially 
to: Rev. Jay Therrell, Senior Pastor, Cape Coral First United Methodist Church, 4118 Coronado Parkway, 
Cape Coral, FL 33914 or jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org 
 

 Youth Minister Wanted: First UMC of Naples is seeking a person to minister to the youth of the 
church, 6th grade through senior high and to administer all programing for youth. The primary task is 
to address the concerns and conditions of youth in the community so that they may grow in their 
understanding of themselves and the Christian faith. The position requires 16 hours per week at the 
starting rate of $20/hour.  Interested persons may send their resume to: Kevin Pendley, SPRC Chair, 
388 1st Ave S. Naples, FL 34102 
 

 
Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Jul 4-5 – Conference & District Offices Closed 
Jul 9 – New Clergy Luncheon. River City Grill in Punta Gorda 
Aug 8-9 – Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit. Grace UMC-Cape Coral 

mailto:jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org
mailto:jtherrell@capecoralfirst.org
http://www.flumc.org/


Sep 2 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Labor Day 
Sep 7 – SW District Leadership Retreat, First UMC in Punta Gorda 
Sep 12 – dCOM, First- UMC in Punta Gorda 
Sep 17 – Church AA Training, Christ UMC-Venice 
Sep 19 – Church AA Training, Estero UMC 
Sep 24 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering: Cleveland UMC (9:30am-1pm) 
Sep 26 – Church AA Training, First UMC-Sebring 
Nov 11 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Veteran’s Day 
Nov 26 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering: Cleveland UMC (9:30am-1pm) 
Nov 28-29 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Thanksgiving Holidays 
Dec 8 – Clergy & Spouse Christmas & Appreciation Dinner, Kingsway Country Club 
Dec 24-25 – Conference & District Offices Closed in observance of Christmas Holidays 
Jan 25, 2014 – CONNECT 2 GOD & COMMUNITY EVENT – GERMAIN ARENA 
Mar 25, 2014 – ALL DAY Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering, Riverside Retreat 
May 20, 2014 – Clergy Team Meeting & Clergy Spouse Gathering 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 
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